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Synopsis

On March 12, 1888, hurricane-force winds and unrelenting snow began to bring the region of
Virginia to Maine to its knees. During the next three days, the Great Blizzard raged out of control,
devastating every community in its path. Through the eyes and words of survivors and victims alike,
as well as the careful research for which Newbery Honor Award author Jim Murphy is known,
listeners will experience one of the most devastating natural disasters in US history and understand
why, from that day on, life in the United States was forever changed. --This text refers to the Audio
CD edition.
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Customer Reviews

Acclaimed historian Murphy shows how a devastating 1888 blizzard not only shut down our
northeastern states for days, but radically altered the way Americans live; its repercussions are
being felt even today. He illustrates how political corruption, ineptitude, and contemporary social
attitudes exacerbated the storm’s fallout. Using carefully chosen excerpts from survivors’ personal
accounts, he also gives us a vivid feel for what life was like then for immigrants, women moving into
the workplace, and others who had to struggle to survive everyday. He employs an interesting mix
of graphics to further illustrate his story. Junior high school students who believe history is boring
may think differently after reading this; it should also appeal to readers interested in natural
disasters, and in social histories. Here’s another winner from the author whose "The Great Fire"

brought Chicago’s infamous conflagration so brilliantly to life.

Do you think non-fiction books can’t be good? Well your wrong. Blizzard is a really good non-fiction

book. It is about the blizzard of 1888. The storm caught most people by surprise because it was



unusually warm on March 10, 1888. There was a storm system coming from the North and one
coming from the South. The one in the North went along the Canadian border then started to
swooped down. The one coming from the South went along the Gulf of Mexico,and then went South
some then started to go North. People were in panic. They lost alot of people March 11, 1888. For
example, people looking for the subway would get lost and not be able to be found. If they were
found they had already died of freezing, being burried, or starving. Two little boys heading out to find
their grandmas house got lost then were found not long after burried but still alive. And another
example is two tugboats crashed into each other. Most of the people in that accident lived but some

died. This is a good book for all age levels.

On Sunday, March 11, 1888, a storm slammed into the East Coast of the United States. Very
quickly, residents from the Chesapeake Bay to Maine realized that this was no normal late-winter
snow. Instead, 20-60 inches of snow descended, bringing life-threatening conditions to millions.
Especially hard hit were the residents of New York City, people who lived in poverty, and depended
on going to work every day and buying their daily bread each and every day. This is the story of that
horrific storm, and what it did.Overall, | must say that this is a very good book. The author did a
great job of bringing the story of the storm to life, and really showing the human cost of what
happened. Itd ™s a great look into the times and the people, the events and the results & “ and all in

a mere 144 pages! | think that itd ™s great!

Jim Murphy has written a fascinating and captivating account of the storm that hit the northern east
coast of the United States in March, 1888. At the end of one of the mildest winters in the East, two
storms coming from different directions combined to create an unexpected storm, with high winds
and freezing snow that devastated the northeast. The story focuses mostly on the effects of the
storm in New York City, where all public transportation came to a standstill, and the storm virtually
shut down the city. The snow was so deep and the winds so strong that the trains were actually
buried in the snow, trapping the passengers inside. Most businesses were closed down because
people could not get to their jobs. Those who did venture outside risked their lives in the freezing
temperatures. The storm lasted for two days, and an estimated 800 people died in New York City
alone. This is a well-written, and interesting book. Authentic photographs are included, which
enchance the narrative. Jim Murphy is an outstanding writer of Young Adult nonfiction. The events

of the "great blizzard" come to life in this book.
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